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Prelude "Hope of the World" Donald Busarow 

Announcements 

Children's Message 

Holy Baptism 
 

When candidates are unable to speak for themselves, the sponsors answer the questions on their 

behalf. 

 

Stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is 

baptized will be saved.” And the apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves 

you.” 

  

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are 

under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would be lost 

forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting condemnation. But the 

Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin 

of the whole world, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 

life. 

 

The pastor addresses each candidate: 

 

P How are you named? 

R [Name] 

 

The pastor makes the sign of the holy cross upon the forehead and heart of each candidate 

while saying: 

 

P [Name], receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and upon 

your T heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified. 

 

P Let us pray. 
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Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the 

unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You 

preserved believing Noah and his family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-

hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through 

the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism. 

Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You 

sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing away 

of sin. 

  

We pray that You would behold [name(s)] according to Your boundless mercy and 

bless [him/her/them] with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood 

all sin in [him/her/them], which has been inherited from Adam and which [he 

himself / she herself / they themselves] [has/have] committed since, would be 

drowned and die. Grant that [he/she/they] be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of 

the Christian Church, being separated from the multitude of unbelievers and serving 

Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with all 

believers in Your promise, [he/she/they] would be declared worthy of eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

P From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors for 

baptismal candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

sponsors are to confess the faith expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and taught in the 

Small Catechism. They are, whenever possible, to witness the Baptism of those they 

sponsor. They are to pray for them, support them in their ongoing instruction and 

nurture in the Christian faith, and encourage them toward the faithful reception of 

the Lord’s Supper. They are at all times to be examples to them of the holy life of 

faith in Christ and love for the neighbor. 

  

P Is it your intention to serve [name of candidate(s)] as sponsors in the Christian 

faith? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 

  

P God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His 

grace fulfill what we are unable to do. 

C Amen. 

 

P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 

  

They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the disciples 

rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased 

and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of 

such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 
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kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in 

His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

The pastor places his hands on the head(s) of the candidate(s), and the congregation joins in 

praying: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

If the baptismal party has stood at the entrance of the nave to this point, they now move to the 

font. 

 

P The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth and even 

T forevermore. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

The pastor addresses the candidate(s) and asks the following questions: 

 

P [Name(s)], do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
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P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 

R Yes, I believe. 

  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the 

dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead? 

R Yes, I believe. 

  

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting? 

R Yes, I believe. 

  

P [Name], do you desire to be baptized? 

R Yes, I do. 

 

The pastor pours water three times on the head of each candidate while saying: 

 

P [Name], I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

The pastor places his hands on the head of the newly baptized while saying: 

 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new 

birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you 

with His grace to life T everlasting. 

C Amen. 

 

The pastor may place a white garment on the newly baptized while saying: 

 

P Receive this white garment to show that you have been clothed with the robe of 

Christ’s righteousness that covers all your sin. So shall you stand without fear before 

the judgment seat of Christ to receive the inheritance prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world. 

 

The pastor may light a baptismal candle from the paschal candle and give it to the newly 

baptized while saying: 

 

P Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the Light of 

the world. Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful for His coming, 
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that you may meet Him with joy and enter with Him into the marriage feast of the 

Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end. 

 

The newly baptized may be welcomed with the following: 

 

A In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you [a member / members] of His Son, 

our Lord Jesus Christ, and [an heir / heirs] with us of all the treasures of heaven in 

the one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We receive you in Jesus’ name as our 

[brother(s)/sister(s)] in Christ, that together we might hear His Word, receive His 

gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His 

marvelous light. 

C Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord. 

 

Stand 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You 

graciously preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted [name(s)] the new 

birth in Holy Baptism and made [him/her/them] [a member / members] of Your 

Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and [an heir / heirs] of Your heavenly kingdom. We 

humbly implore You that, as [he/she/they] [has/have] now become Your 

[child/children], You would keep [him/her/them] in [his/her/their] baptismal grace, 

that according to Your good pleasure [he/she/they] may faithfully grow to lead a 

godly life to the praise and honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your 

saints, obtain the promised inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

One or more of the following collects may also be prayed. 

 

P Heavenly Father, You sent Your own Son into this world as the child of the virgin 

Mary. We thank You for the life of this child entrusted to our care. Help us 

remember that we are all Your children and so love and nurture [him/her] that 

[he/she] may attain to the full stature intended for [him/her] in Your eternal 

kingdom, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

P Merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You grant us the adoption as sons through Your 

Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and claim us as Your own from the kingdom of Satan, 

rescuing us from sin and everlasting condemnation. We give thanks to You that 

[name(s)] [has/have] been made Your own dear [child/children] in Holy Baptism 

and that [name of parents] have also adopted [him/her/them]. Grant Your blessing 

to these parents that, being strengthened in the grace of their own Baptism, they may 

faithfully nurture their [child/children] in the knowledge and love of the Lord Jesus 
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Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Lord and Giver of life, look with kindness upon the father(s) and mother(s) of [this 

child / these children] and upon all our parents. Let them ever rejoice in the gift You 

have given them. Enable them to be teachers and examples of righteousness for their 

children. Strengthen them in their own Baptism that they may share eternally with 

their children the salvation You have given them; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

P Almighty and everlasting God, since You govern and sanctify the whole Christian 

Church by Your Holy Spirit, hear our prayers for all her members, and mercifully 

grant that by Your grace we may serve You in true faith; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 

 

All return to their places. 

 

Stand 

 

Opening Hymn 
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904 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Common Versicles LSB 219 
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Psalmody 
 

Antiphon (Common) LSB 220 
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Venite LSB 220 
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Antiphon (Common) LSB 221 

 

 
 

Psalm Psalm 15 

1O LORD, who shall sojourn | in your tent?* 

 Who shall dwell on your | holy hill? 
2He who walks blamelessly and does | what is right* 

 and speaks truth | in his heart; 
3who does not slander with his tongue 

 and does no evil to his | neighbor,* 

 nor takes up a reproach a- | gainst his friend; 
4in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 

 but who honors those who | fear the LORD;* 

who swears to his own hurt and | does not change; 
5who does not put out his money at interest 

 and does not take a bribe against the | innocent.* 

He who does these things shall nev- | er be moved. 

 

Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son  

and to the Holy  | Spirit; 

as it was in the be-  | ginning,  

is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Office Hymn 
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842 Son of God, Eternal Savior 
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Readings 
 

The Old Testament Micah 6:1–8 

L A reading from Micah, chapter 6. 

  

1Hear what the LORD says: 

Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 

 and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 

 and you enduring foundations of the earth, 

for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 

 and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? 

 How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 

 and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 

and I sent before you Moses, 

 Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 

 and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

 that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

 and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

 with calves a year old? 
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O man, what is good; 

 and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

 and to walk humbly with your God? 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir Anthem (8:00 a.m.) "Hear, O Lord" Felix Mendelssohn 
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The Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 

L A reading from 1 Corinthians, chapter 1. 

  

 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, 

the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what 

we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 
23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to 

those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 

than men. 

 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly 

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what 

is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 

the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to 

bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the presence of 

God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one 

who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Matthew 5:1–12 

L A reading from Matthew, chapter 5. 

  

 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. 

 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
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 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory LSB 221 
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Sermon 

TITLE OF THE SERMON:  

 

“Blessed in Christ” 

 

TEXT: Matt. 5:1-12  DATE:   January 29, 2023       

LITURGICAL DAY: The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 

THEME: You are blessed in Christ and await a great heavenly reward. 

 

 

I. Jesus teaches in the place of Moses as the fulfillment of the Old Testament. 

II. The Beatitudes tell us who we are in Christ.  

III. The rewards given by God are worthy of rejoicing.  

 

CONCLUSION: We sang the words of Jesus in the Common Responsory, “Blessed are those 

who hear the Word of God and keep it.” (LSB 221, Lk. 11:28) May we keep the Word of God 

by believing what He has told us, that we are blessed in Him and will receive a great heavenly 

reward. The Lamb will be our shepherd and guide us to springs of living water, and God will 

wipe away every tear from our eyes (Rev. 7:17). All blessing, praise, honor, glory, and worship 

be to our God forever. Amen.  

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION POLICY: 

 Holy Communion is administered to Lutheran Church Missouri Synod members and LCMS guests who 

have been instructed, catechized, and confirmed in the Lutheran faith. 

If you are visiting, please speak to the Elder of the day, or to the Pastor 

 about receiving the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

 

ATTENDANCE AND COMMUNION REGISTRATION: 

During the gathering of the Offerings, members and visitors please pick up the Ritual of Friendship pad at the 

end of the pew, take out a white (member) or tan (visitor) sheet 

 and pass the pad down the pew to the people sitting next to you.  

Please fill out the date, address, and phone number information as well as e-mail addresses. 

The sheets will be collected in the baskets in the narthex as you leave. Thank you!  

 

Canticle 
 

Stand 
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Te Deum LSB 223 
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Sit 

 

Offering 

 

Offering Statement 

(Fill out the Ritual of Friendship sheet and place it in the baskets in the narthex as you 

leave. Place your offerings in the offering plates passed by the ushers.) 

  

We thank you for presenting your weekly offerings to the church in one of four ways: 

  

1. Place your offerings in the offering plates 

2. Mail your offering envelopes to the Church Office 

3. Bring your Offerings to the Church Office 

– You may place your offering in the wooden box on the bench by the glass doors. 

4. Use the "Simply Giving" service to give your offerings digitally online. 

  

Thank you to everyone for faithfully supporting our ministry here. 

 

 

Voluntary "Awake, Thou Spirit of the Watchmen" Carl Schalk 

 

Prayer 
 

Stand 

 

Kyrie LSB 227 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



21 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collects 

 

Introduction to Collects LSB 227 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we 

cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry 

us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

Note: If you would like a prayer included in the Divine Service today, please fill out the form and hand it to 

the elder or usher at the beginning of the service. You may also call the church office, e-mail, or leave a 

message on the answering machine for special prayers. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE DAY, SUNDAY, JANUARY 29,  2023 

 

 

In the Hospital  OR  Receiving Treatments  OR  Recuperating: 

Kandie Darmody, Lindsay Schemm, Tim Anderson, Mike Schulz, Pam Stevenson, Kristopher 

Tomlinson, Pastor Barrie Henke, 

Fred Miller, Bob Ebey, Linda Philemore, Bill Osborn, Pastor Keith Encko, Karen Ladusau 

 

Bereavement 

Pray for the Morris family at the death of Eric Morris.  Eric passed away on January 22nd. 

 

 

Other Needs as We Pray for: 

*  TLC Church, Early Childhood and Campus Ministries 

 

Military Service Members & their Families 

Mike Gobble, Emily Shelton, Alex Laffin, Ricardo Bitanga, 

Danny Greene, Courtney Tate, Eli Wiley 

Police and Firefighters 

 

Birthdays 

Joel Bacon  1/29  Joe Greene  1/29 

Patricia Sepulveda  1/30   Jay Gallagher 2/3 

McKynna Scott 2/3  Eileen Stringer 2/3 

 

Anniversaries                                               Years 

None 

 

Missions 

The Rev. Dr. Gerald and Heidi Paul serve the Lord through The LCMS as career missionaries 

in the Cayman Islands. As a pastor and church planter, Gerald works with local church leaders 

at Safe Harbour Lutheran Church to reach out to the people of the Cayman Islands — both 

locals and expats — with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Prayer Response 

A Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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Collect for Grace 

L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely 

brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty 

power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, 

but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your 

sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Stand 

 

Benedicamus LSB 228 

 

 
 

Benediction LSB 228 

 

 

 
 

 

Closing Hymn 
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851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Postlude "Hail to the Lord's Annointed" Henry V. Gerik 

 


