“God’s Treasured Possession!”

The Book of Deuteronomy- Old Israel and New Israel = The Church
Lesson 1 for us: “Do not fear or be dismayed”

Date: 10-9-16  Study:#1  Text: Chapter 1:1-46

(1)These are the words that Moses spoke to all Israel beyond the Jordan in
the wilderness, in the Arabah opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel, Laban,
Hazeroth, and Dizahab. (2) It is eleven days' journey from Horeb by the way of
Mount Seir to Kadesh-barnea. (3) In the fortieth year, on the first day of the
eleventh month, Moses spoke to the people of Israel according to all that the Lord
had given him in commandment to them, (4) after he had defeated Sihon the king
of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon, and Og the king of Bashan, who lived in
Ashtaroth and in Edrei. (5) Beyond the Jordan, in the land of Moab, Moses
undertook to explain this law, saying,

(6) "The Lord our God said to us in Horeb, 'You have stayed long enough
at this mountain. (7) Turn and take your journey, and go to the hill country of the Amorites and to all their neighbors in
the Arabah, in the hill country and in the lowland and in the Negeb and by the seacoast, the land of the Canaanites, and
Lebanon, as far as the great river, the river Euphrates. (8) See, | have set the land before you. Go in and take possession
of the land that the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give to them and to their
offspring after them.'

(9) "At that time | said to you, 'l am not able to bear you by myself. (10) The Lord your God has multiplied you,
and behold, you are today as numerous as the stars of heaven. (11) May the Lord, the God of your fathers, make you a
thousand times as many as you are and bless you, as he has promised you! (12) How can | bear by myself the weight and
burden of you and your strife? (13) Choose for your tribes wise, understanding, and experienced men, and | will appoint
them as your heads.'

(14) And you answered me, 'The thing that you have spoken is good for us to do.' (15) So | took the heads of
your tribes, wise and experienced men, and set them as heads over you, commanders of thousands, commanders of
hundreds, commanders of fifties, commanders of tens, and officers, throughout your tribes. (16) And | charged your
judges at that time, 'Hear the cases between your brothers, and judge righteously between a man and his brother or the
alien who is with him. (17) You shall not be partial in judgment. You shall hear the small and the great alike. You shall not
be intimidated by anyone, for the judgment is God's. And the case that is too hard for you, you shall bring to me, and |
will hear it.' (18) And | commanded you at that time all the things that you should do.

(19) "Then we set out from Horeb and went through all that great and terrifying wilderness that you saw, on the
way to the hill country of the Amorites, as the Lord our God commanded us. And we came to Kadesh-barnea. (20) And |
said to you, 'You have come to the hill country of the Amorites, which the Lord our God is giving us. (21) See, the Lord
your God has set the land before you. Go up, take possession, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has told you.
|fear or be dismayed.'| (22) Then all of you came near me and said, 'Let us send men before us, that they may explore the
land for us and bring us word again of the way by which we must go up and the cities into which we shall come.'

(23) The thing seemed good to me, and | took twelve men from you, one man from each tribe. (24) And they
turned and went up into the hill country, and came to the Valley of Eshcol and spied it out. (25) And they took in their
hands some of the fruit of the land and brought it down to us, and brought us word again and said, 'It is a good land
that the Lord our God is giving us.'

(26) "Yet you would not go up, but rebelled against the command of the Lord your God. (27) And you
murmured in your tents and said, 'Because the Lord hated us he has brought us out of the land of Egypt, to give us into
the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us. (28) Where are we going up? Our brothers have made our hearts melt, saying,
"The people are greater and taller than we. The cities are great and fortified up to heaven. And besides, we have seen
the sons of the Anakim there."'

(29) Then | said to you, 'Do not be in dread or afraid of them. (30) The Lord your God who goes before you will
himself fight for you, just as he did for you in Egypt before your eyes, (31) and in the wilderness, where you have seen
how the Lord your God carried you, as a man carries his son, all the way that you went until you came to this place.'
(32) Yet in spite of this word you did not believe the Lord your God, (33) who went before you in the way to seek you
out a place to pitch your tents, in fire by night and in the cloud by day, to show you by what way you should go.




(34) "And the Lord heard your words and was angered, and he swore, (35) 'Not one of these men of this evil
generation shall see the good land that | swore to give to your fathers, (36) except Caleb the son of Jephunneh. He shall
see it, and to him and to his children | will give the land on which he has trodden, because he has wholly followed the
Lord!' (37) Even with me the Lord was angry on your account and said, 'You also shall not go in there. (38) Joshua the
son of Nun, who stands before you, he shall enter. Encourage him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit it. (39) And as for
your little ones, who you said would become a prey, and your children, who today have no knowledge of good or evil,
they shall go in there. And to them | will give it, and they shall possess it.

(40) But as for you, turn, and journey into the wilderness in the direction of the Red Sea.' (41) "Then you
answered me, 'We have sinned against the Lord. We ourselves will go up and fight, just as the Lord our God
commanded us.' And every one of you fastened on his weapons of war and thought it easy to go up into the hill country.
(42) And the Lord said to me, 'Say to them, Do not go up or fight, for | am not in your midst, lest you be defeated before
your enemies.'

(43) So | spoke to you, and you would not listen; but you rebelled against the command of the Lord and
presumptuously went up into the hill country. (44) Then the Amorites who lived in that hill country came out against you
and chased you as bees do and beat you down in Seir as far as Hormah. (45) And you returned and wept before the
Lord, but the Lord did not listen to your voice or give ear to you. (46) So you remained at Kadesh many days, the days
that you remained there.

Study Notes: Authort
1. Horeb = Mt. Sinai The book itself testifies that, for the most part, Moses wrote it (1:5; 31:9,22,24), and other OT books
2. 40 years of wandering agree (1Ki 2:3; 8:53; 2Ki 14:6; 18:12)—though, of course, the preamble (1:1-5) and the report of

Moses’ death (ch. 34) may have been written by someone else. Jesus also bears testimony to Mosaic

as punishment authorship (Mt 19:7-8; MK 10:3-5; Jn 5:46-47), and so do other NT writers (Ac 3:22-23; 7:37-38;

(Nu 14:33,34) Ro 10:19). Moreover, Jesus quotes Deuteronomy as authoritative (Mt 4:4,7,10). In the NT there are
3. The promise of the land almost 100 quotations of and allusions to Deuteronomy. Tradition uniformly testifies to the Mosaic
had been given to authorship of the book (see, e.g., Mk 12:19). See Introduction to Genesis: Author and Date of Writing.
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Date

Moses (Gen 15:18-21; The book is probably to be dated ¢. 1406 B.c. (see Introduction to Genesis: Author and Date of
26:2-4; 35:11,12; Ex Writing).

3:8,17)
Historical Setting
Deuteronomy locates Moses and the Israelites in the territory of Moab in the area where the Jordan

4. Vv. 9-18 are referring to flows into the Dead Sea (1:5). As his final act at this important time of transferring leadership to Joshua,

(Ex 18:13-26) Moses delivered his farewell addresses to prepare the people for th_eir entrance into Canaan. These
5. Vv. 19-46 are referring addresses were actually a covenant renewal (see Structure and Outline). In them, Moses emphasized
to (Nu 13,14) the laws that were especially needed at such a time, and he presented them in a way appropriate to

the situation. In contrast to the matter-of-fact narratives of Leviticus and Numbers, the book of

Deuteronomy comes to us from Moses™ heart in a warm, personal, sermonic form of expression.
6. The 12 men are named

in (Nu 13:4-15) The
people then grumbled (Ex 15:24)
7. The Anakim = Anakites, early inhabitabts of Canaan, described as giants (Dt 2:10,21; 9:2; Nu 13:32)
8. Fire by night, cloud by day (Ex 13:21; Dt 40:34-38) the Lord was present over the tabernacle to guide Israel
9. Caleb (Nu 13:30 — 14:38; Josh 14:6-15)
10. God was angry with Moses because of striking the rock to get water at Meribah (Nu 20:9-13; 27:12-14)
11. If they will not obey, the Lord will not listen to their crocodile tears later (v. 45)
(Nu 14:1; Job27:9; 35:13; Ps18:41; 28:1; 39:12; 66:18; Pr1:28;28:9
Is 1:15; Jer 14:12; Lam 3:8; Mic 3:4; Jn 9:31)
12. Our first lesson: Do not fear or be dismayed.
(Nu 14:9; Dt 7:18; 31:8; Josh 1:6,9,18; 8:1; 10:8,25; 2 Sam 10:12; Ps27:14;
Mt 1:20; 10:28; Mk 5:36; Lk 8:50; 12:4; 1 Pet 3:6; Rev 2:10)

| Life Application:

1. Rather than listen to God’s command to take the land, and heed Caleb and Joshua, they were afraid,
rebelled and did not go in. As a result, they had to wander 40 years and never even enter the Promised Land.
How is this a warning to us today?

2. Instead, how can we trust the Lord, do not fear or be dismayed?



