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The Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father, Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
He descended to hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended to heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian (catholic) Church, 
the communions of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

 

STUDY GUIDES   

X. The forgiveness of sins.  

1. Read I John 1:7 and I John 2:1-2 to know what happens when a Christian falls into sin.  

2. Read Romans 7:21-25 to see that a baptized Christian must fight against the sinful human 
nature / the old adam.  

3. Read Romans 3:21-28, Galatians 2:15-16 and Hebrews 11 where we learn that we are 
justified through faith by God's grace and not by our works.  

4. Read Micah 7:18-19 to understand how our forgiveness was planned hundreds of years before 
the birth of Christ.  

XI. The resurrection of the body.  

1. Read Luke 16:19-31 in which Jesus explains some details of life after death.  

2. Read Philippians 1:21-24 to know how Paul felt about life and death.  



             3. Read Revelation 20:11-15 about the Last Day 
4. Read I John 3:1-3 to help you grasp the great difference between Christian and non-Christian 
thought.  

5. Read I Corinthians ch. 2:6-9 and chapter 15 to help you understand what is in store for the 
Christian.  

XII. And the Life everlasting. Amen. 

1. Read II Corinthians 5:1-6 to better understand our heavenly home. 

2. Read Revelation 22 and try to picture with your finite mind what is in store for us. 

3. Read Matthew 6:9-13 where Jesus instructs His disciples how to pray. 

4. Read II Corinthians 1:8-20 and Revelation 22:21-22 to see how the word "Amen" is used. 

LIFE APPLICATION – The Large Catechism – The Third Article 

 [54] We further believe that in this Christian Church we have forgiveness of sin, which is wrought 
through the holy Sacraments and Absolution [Matthew 26: 28; Mark 1: 4; John 20: 23] and through all 
kinds of comforting promises from the entire Gospel. Therefore, whatever ought to be preached about 
the Sacraments belongs here. In short, the whole Gospel and all the offices of Christianity belong here, 
which also must be preached and taught without ceasing. God’s grace is secured through Christ [John 
1: 17], and sanctification is wrought by the Holy Spirit through God’s Word in the unity of the Christian 
Church. Yet because of our flesh, which we bear about with us, we are never without sin [Romans 7: 
23– 24].  

[55] Everything, therefore, in the Christian Church is ordered toward this goal: we shall daily receive in 
the Church nothing but the forgiveness of sin through the Word and signs, to comfort and encourage 
our consciences as long as we live here. So even though we have sins, the ‹grace of the› Holy Spirit does 
not allow them to harm us. For we are in the Christian Church, where there is nothing but ‹continuous, 
uninterrupted› forgiveness of sin. This is because God forgives us and because we forgive, bear with, 
and help one another [Galatians 6: 1– 2].  

[56] But outside of this Christian Church, where the Gospel is not found, there is no forgiveness, as 
also there can be no holiness. Therefore, all who seek and wish to earn holiness not through the Gospel 
and forgiveness of sin, but by their works, have expelled and severed themselves ‹from this Church› 
[Galatians 5: 4]. 

 [57] However, while sanctification has begun and is growing daily [2 Thessalonians 1: 3], we expect 
that our flesh will be destroyed and buried with all its uncleanness [Romans 6: 4– 11]. Then we will 
come forth gloriously and arise in a new, eternal life of entire and perfect holiness. 

 [58] For now we are only half pure and holy. So the Holy Spirit always has some reason to continue His 
work in us through the Word. He must daily administer forgiveness until we reach the life to come. At 
that time there will be no more forgiveness, but only perfectly pure and holy people [1 Corinthians 13: 
10]. We will be full of godliness and righteousness, removed and free from sin, death, and all evil, in a 
new, immortal, and glorified body [1 Corinthians 15: 43, 53]. 

 [59] You see, all this is the Holy Spirit’s office and work. He begins and daily increases holiness upon 
earth through these two things: the Christian Church and the forgiveness of sin. But in our death He 
will accomplish it altogether in an instant [1 Corinthians 15: 52] and will forever preserve us therein by 
the last two parts [of the Creed]. 


