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The Nicene Creed was written in 325 A.D. at the
Council of Nicea. Hundreds of pastors and theologians
were gathered at this council to respond to a false
teaching that had arisen in the Church. This false
teaching stated that Jesus was not true God. If you look
carefully at the second section of the Nicene Creed, you
can see all kinds of phrases that were included
specifically to refute this false teaching. In the 325
version, the section on the Holy Spirit was not as
developed. It was at the Council of Constantinople in
381 A.D. that it was lengthened to its present version,
this time to emphasize that the Holy Spirit is also true
God. For centuries the Nicene Creed has been the chief creed in the Sunday service.

under Pontius Pilate, (John 1:14)

He suffered, (Mark 8:31)

and was buried; (Luke 23:53; 1 Corinthians 15:4)

rose on the third day according to the Scriptures, (Luke 24:1; 1 Cor. 15:4)

And ascended into heaven, (Luke 24:51; Acts 1:10)

He is seated at the right hand of the Father; (Mark 16:19; Acts 7:55)

And will come again in glory (Matthew 24 27)

to judge the living and dead, (Acts 10:42; 2 Timothy 4:1)

His kingdom shall have no end; (2 Peter 1:11)

And in the Holy Spirit, (John 14:26)

Lord (Acts 5:3-4)

the Giver of life, (Genesis 1:2)

Who proceeds from the Father, (John 15:26)

Who together with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
(Matthew 3:16-17)

Who spoke through the prophets; (I Samuel 19: 20; Ezekiel 11:5,13)

In one, (Matthew 16:18)

holy, (I Peter 2:5,9)

catholic/Christian (Mark 16:15)

and apostolic Church; (Acts 2:42; Ephesians 2:19-22)

I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; (Ephesians 4:5)

I'look for the resurrection of the dead; (John 11:24; I Cor. 15:12-49)

And the life of the world to come. (Mark 10:29-30)

Amen. (Psalm 106:48)

II. The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God

the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father;

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation

came down from heaven,

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again

according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.




And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together
is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian (catholic) and apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

I11. Early Christian Creedal Statements

A brief survey of fragments of creeds and confessions of faith found in the New
Testament, suggesting that the early Christians found it necessary to summarize
their distinctive beliefs. The basic pattern of these early statements is concerned
with two things: (1) the naming of Jesus, who lived and died and rose again in
history, and (2) the ascription of a title or titles to him, marking his divinity.
Here are some of the fragments that the early church used:

“Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mk. 8:29; 14:61; 15:2)
“Jesus is the Son of God” (John 1:34; 1 John 4:15; Acts 9:20; Heb. 4:14)
“Jesus is Lord” (1 Cor. 12:3; Rom. 10:9; Phil. 2:11)

These confessions in time were enlarged to include the resurrection, as well as the
divine nature of Jesus, the Christ, who was with the Father in the beginning and
became the mediator between God and people. The most extensive one is found in
1 Corinthians 15:3b-7, the summary of the Gospel, the essence of the Christian
faith:

“That Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was

buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,
and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve, then to more than five

hundred brethren at one time . . . then He appeared to James, then to all the
apostles” etc.

Other condensed versions of creeds may be found in Romans 1:3-5a, 8:34, and

1 Timothy 3:16. In fact, some of the creeds were preserved in the early hymns of
the Church, such as in John 1:1-18, Colossians 1:15-20, and Philippians 2:6-11.
1 Timothy 3:16 will serve as a good example:

“And by a common confession, great is the mystery of godliness;
God was revealed in the flesh, was vindicated in the Spirit,
was seen of angels, proclaimed in the world, taken up to glory.”

These confessions of faith by the early Church served several purposes:
(1) they became the center of the teaching of the Church, the essential doctrine;
(2) they formed the basis of the Gospel, the proclamation to be made to the world;
(3) they provided new converts with the proper things to say at the time of baptism;
and (4) they provided worshipers with a nucleus of expressions for their liturgy.

But the important point that comes out of a study of the Old and New Testament
about creeds is that they were formed out of necessity. The new community of
worshipers of Christ found it necessary to formulate what they believed in common
when they were confronted by old religions, false teachings, and established
heresies. The early Church was confronted and attacked on every point, but held
onto the belief in the person and work of Jesus the Christ by these fixed formulas.

IV. SCRIPTURE STUDY
There are 12 articles included in the Nicene Creed which define the most important
doctrines (dogmas) of our faith in the following order:

Atrticle 1 - God the Father.

Atrticles 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 - The Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ
Atrticle 8 — The Church

Article 10 — Holy Baptism

Article 11 — The Resurrection of the dead.

Article 12 — The Second Coming, or Judgment Day.

References from Holy Scripture in the Nicene-Creed:

I believe in (Romans 10: 8-10; 1 John 4: 15)

One God (Deuteronomy 6: 4, Ephesians 4: 6)

Father (Matthew 6: 9)

Almighty, (Exodus 6: 3)

Maker of heaven and earth, (Genesis 1:1)

and of all things visible and invisible; (Colossians 1:15-16)
and in one Lord, Jesus Christ, (Acts 11:17)

Son of God (Matthew 14:33; 16:16)

begotten (John 1: 18; 3:16)

begotten of the Father before all ages; (John 1: 2)

Light of Light (Psalm 27:1; John 8:12; Matthew 17:2,5)
true God of true God, (John 17:1-5)

of one substance with the Father, (John 10:30)



