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21) Although he is God and man, he is not divided, but is one Christ. 
(Romans 5:15-19;    1 Corinthians 8:4-6;    Ephesians 4:4-10;    1 John 2:20-25) 

 
22) He is united because God has taken humanity into himself; 

 he does not transform deity into humanity. 
23) He is completely one in the unity of his person, 

 without confusing his natures. 
24) For as the rational soul and body are one person,  

so the one Christ is God and man. 
 

(Matthew 1:18-25;   Philippians 2:5–11;   Colossians 1:11-20;   2:6-15;                                                           
Hebrews 2:14–18) 

 
The Communication of Attributes in Christ Jesus 

 
We see that the divine attributes of Christ were communicated to His human nature so 
that it was enriched.  This happened at the incarnation.  Jesus is not simply a man who 

was endowed with super abilities from time to time.  According to Colosssians 2:9,                          
“In Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” 

 
Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, VIII:  

 12] We believe, teach, and confess also that the assumed human nature in Christ not 
only has and retains its natural, essential properties, but that over and above these, 

through the personal union with the Deity, and afterwards through glorification, it has 
been exalted to the right hand of majesty, power, and might, over everything that can 

be named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come [Eph. 1, 21]. 
 

26] Hence also the human nature, after the resurrection from the dead, has its exaltation 
above all creatures in heaven and on earth; which is nothing else than that He entirely laid 



aside the form of a servant, and yet did not lay aside His human nature, but retains it to 
eternity, and is put in the full possession and use of the divine majesty                                           

according to His assumed human nature.  
 

However, this majesty He had immediately at His conception, even in His mother’s 
womb, but, as the apostle testifies [Phil. 2, 7], laid it aside; and, as Dr. Luther 

explains, He kept it concealed in the state of His humiliation, and did not employ it 
always, but only when He wished. 

 
We see the distinction between Christ and believers.  At Christ’s incarnation, His human 
nature received the fullness of divine attributes.  Believers, prophets and apostles  and 

saints also receive gifts due to their union with Christ and according to His graciousness, 
but those gifts are limited and require reliance upon the Triune God. 

 
Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, VIII:   

72] But we believe, teach, and confess that God the Father has so given His Spirit to 
Christ, His beloved Son, according to the assumed humanity (on account of which He is 
called also Messias, i.e., the Anointed), that He has not received His gifts by measure as 

other saints. For upon Christ the Lord, according to His assumed human nature 
(because, according to His divinity, He is of one essence with the Holy Ghost), rests the 

Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of 
knowledge [and of the fear of the Lord, Col. 2, 3; Is. 11, 2; 61, 1], 

 
 73] not in such a way that on this account, as a man, He knew and could do only some 

things, as other saints know and can do by the Spirit of God, who works in them only 
created gifts, but since Christ, according to His divinity, is the second person in the 
Holy Trinity, and from Him, as also from the Father, the Holy Ghost proceeds, and 

thus is and remains His and the Father’s own Spirit to all eternity, not separated from 
the Son of God, therefore (as the Fathers say) the entire fullness of the Spirit has been 

communicated by the personal union to Christ according to the flesh,                                          
which is personally united with the Son of God.  

 
74] This voluntarily manifests and shows itself, with all its power therein, therewith and 

thereby [in, with, and through the human nature of Christ], so that He [Christ, according to 
His human nature] not only knows some things and is ignorant of others, can do some 

things and is unable to do others, but [according to the assumed human nature] knows 
and can do all things. For upon Him the Father poured without measure the Spirit of 
wisdom and power, so that, as man, He has received through this personal union all 
knowledge and all power in deed and truth. And thus all the treasures of wisdom are 

hidden in Him, thus all power is given to Him, and He is seated at the right hand of the 
majesty and power of God. 


