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15) Thus there is one Father, not three fathers;   one Son, not three sons;                                                             

one Holy Spirit, not three spirits.  
Each person of the Trinity is distinctly unique in his personhood, but each person wholly, fully, and 

entirely has the divine essence. 
 

(Matthew 23:9;   1 Corinthians 12:13;   Ephesians 4:4–6) 
 

16) And in this Trinity, no one is before or after, greater or less than the other;                                                                   
but all three persons are in themselves, coeternal and coequal;                                                                                                                                                

and so we must worship the Trinity in unity and the one God in three persons. 
 Although distinct in their personhood and unique in their role and function as God, each person of the 

Godhead is equally one God and fully deserving of worship. 
 

(John 1:1–2;  10:30;  16:14–15;  17:5, 10;   
Acts 5:3–4;   1 Corinthians 12:11;   Ephesians 4:4–6;                               

  Hebrews 9:14) 
 

17) Whoever wants to be saved should think thus about the Trinity.  
Right beliefs in the profound truths of the glorious Gospel of the Triune God  

are necessary for salvation. 
 

(Matthew 28:19–20;   John 3:18, 36;  8:34;   Romans 3:28) 
 

Of God – LCMS Brief Statement 
On the basis of the Holy Scriptures we teach the sublime article of the Holy Trinity; that is, we teach that the 
one true God, Deut. 6:4; 1 Cor. 8:4, is the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost, three distinct persons, but 

of one and the same divine essence, equal in power, equal in eternity, equal in majesty, because each 
person possesses the one divine essence entire, Col. 2:9, Matt. 28:19. We hold that all teachers and 

communions that deny the doctrine of the Holy Trinity are outside the pale of the Christian Church. The 
Triune God is the God who is gracious to man, John 3:16-18, 1 Cor. 12:3. Since the Fall, no man can 
believe in the "fatherhood" of God except he believe in the eternal Son of God, who became man and 

reconciled us to God by His vicarious satisfaction, 1 John 2:23; John 14:6. Hence we warn against 
Unitarianism, which in our country has to a great extent impenetrated the sects and is being spread 

particularly also through the influence of the lodges. 
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But the true God—God the Father—gave His Son to the world, to mankind, to be lifted up on the 
cross, to bear the sins of mankind, to suffer the condemnation we should have suffered, to be 
righteous where we were unrighteous, to be our Substitute before the throne of divine justice that we 
might approach the Throne of Grace with confidence, that we should repent of our sins and believe in 
the Son of Man, Jesus Christ, in order not to perish for our sins, but to live eternally with this Holy 
Trinity. 

But even faith itself is beyond our power. So how does God bring us to God? How does God bring us 
to faith and give us entrance into His heavenly kingdom? Through the work of His Holy Spirit. Unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. So this Person of the Trinity, the 
Holy Spirit, is the one responsible for giving new birth to spiritually dead sinners. And He uses water 
to do it, of all things! The water included in God’s command and connected to God’s word, the water 
of Holy Baptism, which is the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, as Paul 
wrote in Titus chapter 3. 
 
The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son. He is responsible for the inspiration of the Holy 
Scriptures. He is powerfully working in the Christian Church through the preaching of the Word and 
the administration of the Sacraments to break through stony hearts, to raise the spiritually dead to life, 
to convert the lost from unbelief to faith in Christ, to comfort Christians, to strengthen and to guide us, 
and to preserve us in the true faith until the end. 

That’s who our God is. That’s what we’re “compelled by the Christian verity” to acknowledge and 
moved by the Holy Spirit to believe. To believe in the Father, who loved the world and sent His Son. 
To believe in the Son, who was sent from the Father and came down from heaven that He might be 
lifted up on the cross as our Savior. To believe in the Spirit, who proceeds from Father and Son, who 
works through Word and Sacrament to give faith and new birth. To believe in Father, Son and Spirit 
as three distinct Persons, and yet not as three gods, but as one God who is zealous for the salvation 
of the human race that He created. 

In fact, we are so bold as to confess in the Athanasian Creed that “whoever wants to be saved, 
before all things it is necessary that he hold” this catholic faith, that is, this faith that is common to all 
who are rightfully called Christians. Because unless you know these basic truths about who God is, 
you don’t know God, and if you don’t know Him, you can’t trust in Him. 

We’ve attempted to simply the doctrine of the Holy Trinity this morning, so that all can see that all the 
things you need to know and understand and believe for your salvation have been placed within your 
reach by the Holy Spirit. 

It’s a gift to be able to know God in His simplicity and to study the things He’s revealed to us about 
Himself and to study what His beloved Church has confessed about Him through the ages. But in the 
end, whether it’s His triune nature or His unfathomable ways, we’re still left with our jaws dropped in 
awe and wonder, amazed at all the things we don’t understand about God and just as amazed at the 
things we do. And all that’s left is to say with the Apostle Paul: Oh, the depth of the riches both of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God! … For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, 
to whom be glory forever. Amen. 
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