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TEXT CHRISTIAN FAITH LEADS TO GOOD

WORKS.
James 2 : 14-23.
| WILL SHOW THEE MY FAITH BY MY WORKS.

Abraham Justified by Faith

4:1 What then shall we say was gainedAiyaham,our forefather according to the fles@For if Abrahamwas
justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not b8éfmile3For what does AdiabamScr
believedGod, and it was count edNow to thehonenwh ks, his wabes ar@ notscountadsas a0
gift but as his dueb And to the one who does not work but believesim who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted
as righteousness$,just asDavid also speaks of the blessing of the one to wi@wmad countsrighteousness apart from
works:

7ABl essed aselawlesshdeedsare foigiveem] whose sins are covered,;
8 blessed is the man against whtva Lord wi | | not count his sin. o

91s this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the umsgised? We say that faith was counted to
Abrahamas righteousnes&0 How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was nc
after, but before he was circumciséd.He received the sign of circumcision as a seal ofitjfilgeousness that he had by
faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to makethérfather of all who believe without being
circumcised, so that righteousnegsuld be counted to them as wedlR and to make hinthe father of the circumaisl
who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faitutifather Abraharhad before he was
circumcised.

The Promise Realized Through Faith

13 For the promise té\braham and his offsprinthat he would béeir of the worlddid not come through the law
but through the righteousness of faitid.For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the
promise is void15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.

16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaraatebi to
offspringd not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who stherésith of Abraham, who is the father of us
all, 17as it is writtenfi 1 have hmadfeatyloair t od in thegpmesencend the Godnsvbom he believed,
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do nofl8kishope he believed against hope, that he
should becom¢he father of many nmns,as he had b e eyour dffspiingb, e 1838 alid sohveebken in
faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or wh
considered the barrennessSarah's womk?0No distrus made him waver concerning tpeomise of God,but he grew
strong in his faith as he gagéory to God, 21 fully convinced thatGod was able to do what he had promis2@That is
why his faith was fAcou28Baetl tbehwsmrdsufni ghtveoubnmés we
sake alone24 but for ours also It will be counted taus who believen him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord,
25who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.




STUDY NOTES:

A. Abraham Justified by Faith

43For what does AbheamilevedGod and iewascaunt@d tahim as righteouso@ssls this

blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We say that faith was coAintalkdaimas
righteousnessl0 How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but
before he was circumcisetil He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith
while he was stiluncircumcised. The purpose was to make thienfather of all who believe without being circumcised,

so that righteousnes®uld be counted to them as wdl and to make hinthe father of the circumcisedho are not

merely circumcised but who also waikthe footsteps of the faith thatir father Abraharhad before he was

circumcised.

(Gen 151-6; he was declared righteous 14 years before he was circun@ésetlZ1-14, 2327, Gal 3:6-9,17)

B. David Justified by Faith

4 Now to the one who works, hisages are not counted as a gift but as his Sid@d to the one who does not work but
believes inhim who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteous@fsst asDavid also speaks of the blessing
of the one to whonGod counts righteousnespart fromworke€ 7A Bl essed are those whose
forgiven,and whose sirage covered8 blessed is the man against whttma Lord wi | | not count hi s

(Ps 32:1,2)

C. The Promise Realized Through Faith for Abraham

13 For the promise té\braham and his offsprinthat he would béeir of the worlddid not come through the law
but through the righteousness of faiéh.16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed #l his offspring not onl to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shiagefaith of
Abraham, who is the fatherofus dlfas it i s writthkea,f d&tlhdédrmnvedimibmgnesengetodit it
the Godin whom he believed, who gives life to the dead ealik into existence the things that do not exi8tin hope
he believed against hope, that he should bedbméather of many nationa,s he had b e gauroffspringd , |
b e 19d1e did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body hwhis as good as dead (since he was about a
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenn&arati's womb20 No distrust made him waver concerning
thepromise of God,but he grew strong in his faith as he gal@y to God, 21 fully convinced hatGod was able to do
what he had promise@2T hat i s why his faith was Acounted to him

(Gen 17:1522; Ps 37:9,11,22,29,34; Mt 5:5)

D. The Promise Realized Through Faith for Us

23Bu t the words fit was tecfor isisake dlon@4dut foriourstalsodt evitl lse courttetd  w r
to us who believen him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord25who was delivered up for our trespasses and
raised for our justification.

(Is 5311,12; Eph 2:8,9; 2 Cor 5:1521)

| LIF E APPLICATION:

1. What has replaced circumcision in the Christian church for Jews and Gentiles(Tol. 2:9-15)
2. IfAisdarenot count e dy@dthen mw dowea deawith sinscommitted againstus by others?
3. Living by faith seems easy, but why is thiactually difficult? So how can we do it?



T, 1896 BY PROVIDENCE LITH, CO

COPYRIGH

14-23.

| WILL SHOW THEE MY FAITH BY MY WORKS.

WORKS

CHRISTIAN FAITH LEADS TO GOOD
James 2






