THE BOOK OF JOB –
“The Suffering and Consolation of the Christian”
Date: 4-29-18 Lesson: 21 Text: Chapters 40, 41

Theme: “An Arm like God- Thunder with a Voice like his majesty and dignitywith glory and splendor- the One who created Behemoth and Leviathan”
TEXT:
(Job 40:1-24) And the Lord said to Job: (2) "Shall a faultfinder contend with the
Almighty? He who argues with God, let him answer it." (3) Then Job answered the Lord
and said: (4) "Behold, I am of small account; what shall I answer you? I lay my hand on
my mouth. (5) I have spoken once, and I will not answer; twice, but I will proceed no
further."
(6) Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said: (7) "Dress for
action like a man; I will question you, and you make it known to me. (8) Will you even
put me in the wrong? Will you condemn me that you may be in the right? (9) Have you
an arm like God, and can you thunder with a voice like his? (10) "Adorn yourself with
majesty and dignity; clothe yourself with glory and splendor. (11) Pour out the
overflowings of your anger, and look on everyone who is proud and abase him. (12)
Look on everyone who is proud and bring him low and tread down the wicked where they stand. (13) Hide them all in the dust
together; bind their faces in the world below. (14) Then will I also acknowledge to you that your own right hand can save you.
(15) "Behold, Behemoth, which I made as I made you; he eats grass like an ox. (16) Behold, his strength in his loins, and his
power in the muscles of his belly. (17) He makes his tail stiff like a cedar; the sinews of his thighs are knit together. (18) His bones are
tubes of bronze, his limbs like bars of iron. (19) "He is the first of the works of God; let him who made him bring near his sword! (20)
For the mountains yield food for him where all the wild beasts play. (21) Under the lotus plants he lies, in the shelter of the reeds
and in the marsh. (22) For his shade the lotus trees cover him; the willows of the brook surround him. (23) Behold, if the river is
turbulent he is not frightened; he is confident though Jordan rushes against his mouth. (24) Can one take him by his eyes, or pierce
his nose with a snare?
(Job 41:1-34) "Can you draw out Leviathan with a fishhook or press down his tongue with a cord? (2) Can you put a rope in his
nose or pierce his jaw with a hook? (3) Will he make many pleas to you? Will he speak to you soft words? (4) Will he make a
covenant with you to take him for your servant forever? (5) Will you play with him as with a bird, or will you put him on a leash for
your girls? (6) Will traders bargain over him? Will they divide him up among the merchants? (7) Can you fill his skin with harpoons or
his head with fishing spears? (8) Lay your hands on him; remember the battle--you will not do it again!
(9) Behold, the hope of a man is false; he is laid low even at the sight of him. (10) No one is so fierce that he dares to stir
him up. Who then is he who can stand before me? (11) Who has first given to me, that I should repay him? Whatever is under the
whole heaven is mine. (12) "I will not keep silence concerning his limbs, or his mighty strength, or his goodly frame. (13) Who can
strip off his outer garment? Who would come near him with a bridle? (14) Who can open the doors of his face? Around his teeth is
terror. (15) His back is made of rows of shields, shut up closely as with a seal. (16) One is so near to another that no air can come
between them.
(17) They are joined one to another; they clasp each other and cannot be separated. (18) His sneezings flash forth light, and
his eyes are like the eyelids of the dawn. (19) Out of his mouth go flaming torches; sparks of fire leap forth. (20) Out of his nostrils
comes forth smoke, as from a boiling pot and burning rushes. (21) His breath kindles coals, and a flame comes forth from his mouth.
(22) In his neck abides strength, and terror dances before him. (23) The folds of his flesh stick together, firmly cast on him and
immovable. (24) His heart is hard as a stone, hard as the lower millstone. (25) When he raises himself up the mighty are afraid; at
the crashing they are beside themselves. (26) Though the sword reaches him, it does not avail, nor the spear, the dart, or the javelin.
(27) He counts iron as straw, and bronze as rotten wood. (28) The arrow cannot make him flee; for him sling stones are
turned to stubble. (29) Clubs are counted as stubble; he laughs at the rattle of javelins. (30) His underparts are like sharp potsherds;
he spreads himself like a threshing sledge on the mire. (31) He makes the deep boil like a pot; he makes the sea like a pot of
ointment. (32) Behind him he leaves a shining wake; one would think the deep to be white-haired. (33) On earth there is not his like,
a creature without fear. (34) He sees everything that is high; he is king over all the sons of pride."
STUDY NOTES:
1. The second divine discourse:
And the Lord said to Job - the Almighty - God-the Lord - the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind - an arm like God thunder with a voice like his - with majesty and dignity - with glory and splendor.
(Ps 29:1,2; 45:3; 93:1; 96:6; 9 8:1; 104:1; 111:3; Rom 9:20)

2. -Pour out the overflowings of your anger -look on everyone who is proud and abase him.
- Look on everyone who is proud and bring him low - tread down the wicked where they stand.
- Hide them all in the dust together - bind their faces in the world below.
- Then will I also acknowledge to you that your own right hand can save you.
(Ps 7:11; 10:4; 49:7-9; Is 5:25; 9:12,19; 10:5; 13:3,4,11; 30:27; 42:25; 51:20; 1 Pet 5:5)
3. Behold, the hope of a man is false - he is laid low even at the sight of him- Who then is he who can stand before me?
-Who has first given to me, that I should repay him? - Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine.
(Jer 50:44; Acts 4:24; Rom 3:4; 11:35; 1 Cor 10:26; Rev 6:17)
4. This may describe the antediluvian world - before the world-wide Great Flood.
(Genesis ch. 1:20-25,28-31; 2:18-20; ch. 6-10)
5. Behemoth – “beast par excellence”
If we take extinct animals into consideration, a herbivorous dinosaur seems a more likely candidate. The apatosaur had a
large tail, lived on green plants and weighed about 30 tons. The ultrasaur could reach a height of 18 m and a length of 30 m, with a
weight of 136 tons. It also was a herbivore with an enormous tail. The brachiosaur was 12 m tall, 23 m long and 60 to 70 tons in
weight. Its tail could reach a length of nearly 6 m and a breadth of nearly 1.5 m. In the sauropods, large bundles of muscles are
visible on the outside of the body of the animal. Behemoth is not only a herbivore, but more specifically it is a grass-eater. An animal
that does fit this aspect is the 15 m long nigersaur, found in the Republic of Niger in Africa. Because new kinds of extinct animals
continue to be found in our time, and because the description in Job 40 is not specific enough, we cannot identify precisely which
animal is described. Neither do we know whether the above-mentioned animals still lived in the time of Job, but it is useful for our
exegesis to include such examples.
6. Leviathan – “large mighty marine animal” – possibly describes the dinosaurs –
The usual identification of leviathan as a crocodile leads to many problems…In the past, however, there have been
dinosaurs that can be considered. Species that walked on their hind legs, highly raised up, can be mentioned. With regard to the fire
breathing, is it possible to find an extant animal that can metabolically generate fire...
If we assume the possibility of a larger animal, it has been proposed to think of Tyrannosaurus rex or the
kronosaur….Lately, Sarcosuchus imperator seems to be a better candidate: a monstrous crocodile covered by some kind of armor
plates (like roof tiles). It could weigh up to 10 tons and reach a length of 12 m. It had an unusual bulging body cavity at the end of its
snout. This could have been used for mixing gasses that were ignited there… according to Genesis 1–11, humans and dinosaurs
coexisted from when humans were created until at least after the Flood.
There are many stories about people fighting dragons and sea monsters. One of the oldest stories is that of Gilgamesh, a
hero from ancient Babylon. Several times it is remarked, regarding this animal, that “His mouth is fire, his breath is death.” Various
Babylonian depictions portray dragons; for example, a seven-headed dragon is described, with fire emanating from the body. The
Chinese (fire-breathing) dragons are familiar to everyone and may indicate that such creatures existed in the past. Without a doubt
these stories were embellished throughout history and all sorts of details were added. However, the manifold similarities between
the descriptions and the recovered dinosaurs do point to an underlying reality. All this points to an earlier period during which
people and dinosaurs were contemporaneous. This means that this possibility should also be taken into account for the book of Job.
Only these kinds of animals satisfy the descriptions of the gigantic animals in Job 40–41,
It seems that God sees a relationship between the large animals and Satan and describes them as such. In this way we will
understand that only “his Maker can approach him with his sword” (40:19); this also means that his Creator is indeed more powerful
than all the evil that is present. And we will understand that the final part of the description of leviathan also refers to Satan as “the
prince of this world”: “He looks down on all that are haughty; he is king over all that are proud” (41:33–34)
Behemoth and leviathan may well be now extinct species that were still living in Job’s day. While what is known about
several species of dinosaurs may appear to fit some aspects of God’s description of behemoth and leviathan, the most we can say
with confidence is that the descriptions do not match any known living species today. At the same time, to call them ‘mythological’
creatures is to do violence to the text and context of Job; therefore, we affirm that these were actual creatures of which Job had
knowledge (although we cannot state whether Job had direct or indirect knowledge of them). They symbolize the power of evil,
connected with Satan, who is mentioned in the first chapters of the book. The words of God humbled Job and showed him that God
is above all powers in this world.
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